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This paper explores R. W. Spew's vicw rhat consciousness is 'causally' cffcctive in 
directing voluntary human behaviour. This vlcw, formulated in the course of his 
split brain research, presupposes an earlier theory that -or bchgviour is the sole 
o w l n  and rhat mental phenomena wcrc developed for regu]auon of 
overt response. His vicw of the 'causal' effectiveness of consciousness is shown to 
be bawd on a theory of emergent properties like that of Bungc. It  is also shown 
that Spcrry, like Bunge, is a martrialist; appearances to the controry are due to 
occasional use of s~andard terms such as 'materialism' and 'interaction' in unusual 
senses. It is argued, with specific rcfercncc to Chrsholm and Scarlc, that Sperry'r 
hypothesis is helpful towards elucidating the structure and dynamics of action. It is 
also argued that it is not, as S p n y  thinks, a conrtqucace of hs position th.t moral 
values arc part of brain science. 

Psychobiologist Roger W. Sperry argues that consciousness is 'causally' 
effective in directing voluntary human behaviour. This hypothesis was 
developed in the course of studies of commissurotomy, or 'split brain', 
patients1 that issued in his Nobel prize-winning account of the specialized 
capacities of the cerebral hemispheres. Sperry writes that in the course of 
this research his concept of consciousness 'has gradually undergone a 
considerabie swing back in the direction of mentalism to settle on a view 
that is at least distinctly different from the conventional materialist approach 
on which most of us in behavioral research have b e p a r a y s  centuryv.' 
He regards consciousness as a h @ern p ~ o ~ o f  cerebral 
functioning, with 'causal>nflueq ve--&h rain and upon 
motor,+b@&ur. I find this an exciting thesis, of momentpus impon for 
philosophy and behavioural science; but i t  requires clarification, interpre- 
tation, and occasional amendment from a philosophical point of view. This 
is the task of the present paper. 

By 'consciousness' Sperry means cognitive awareness and the 'voJitioha1 - 
intenty3 that issues in voluntary actions. Consciousness, in this sense, is 
d z d r d  in cornrnissurotorny patients. The operation, undertaken to combat 
severe epilepsy, consists in the severing of the corpus callosum, the bundle 
of fibres that serves as the main connection between the two hemispheres 
of the upper brain. As regards epilepsy the operation is effective; but a 


















































