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OBITUARIES TO MURRAY N. ROTHBARD
MARCH 2, 1926 - JANUARY 7, 1995

in Memoriam

by Leonard P. Liggio®

Murray Newton Rothbard died in New York City on January 7, 1995. He
had been SJ. Hall Distinguished Service Professor of Economics at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas for a decade. At the time of his death, his magisterial two
volume history of economic thought was published by Edward Elgar Publishing
Ltd. in England. Elgar is publishing in the Spring a two volume collection of
Rothbard’s economic articles in the “Pioneers in Economics” series edited by
Professor Mark Blaug.

Rothbard had received in November, 1994 the Ingersoll Foundation’s
Richard M. Weaver Prize for Scholarly Letters. It was an especially appropriate prize
as University of Chicago Professor Richard Weaver! was the author of the very
influential work, Ideas Have Consequences.

Murray’s father was born near Warsaw and his mother in Minsk. His father
became chief chemist in a petroleum company, and did not share the Marxist views
of his numerous relatives and in-laws. Murray too grew up skeptical of Marxism
while surrounded by political debates.

Murray attended a private secondary school, and then enrolled in Columbia
University, then the best in America. He majored in mathematics and was a masterly
chess player. He continued his engagement in political debates as Columbia
University had been the source of many of F.D. Roosevelt’s New Deal “Brain Trust”.

Columbia Economics Professor Arthur Burns was a neighbor of the
Rothbards, and took an interest in Murray’s education. On entering graduate
school at Columbia University Murray shifted from mathematics to economics. In
his course at Columbia, George Stigler mentioned that he and another young
economist, Milton Friedman, had co-authored Roofs or Ceilings on how rent
ceijlings constrained building new housing, but that in the collectivist climate of
American publishers the only publisher for the book was the new Foundation for
Economic Education (Irvington-on-Hudson, New-York).
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